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ATTACK DATE

NORFEDO - EEREK NO o 1 o BROL, NOTE

Time: 1145 (H) Date: 27 Decempexr 19k Bas.clsc.55- 5N T.onge sl Gelil
- )
[ ]

Description

:

Target Data - Damage dofiicted
. Sinpliecscorlt vessel, niobahly a DE or T'F, procscds
ing seoubhward ajieng the Lu=on coas. &L hich specd
using coustant heim zig.-itag, Lstiuvad tennagc 2 a0uh
1.008. Hirst Gepgweslicdiby. Ji i SQund 2o Vi cathaii-
ity was good bhut ncavy grcuis SWS.ia arid  sma il Sslve et
target mode observation and identificaliiul di2raleiisEy

Ships GSunk

None

Ships Damaged None

Rarcet Draft 1O Hee

Specd 1.5 Ke

IBype fititack

Remarks

due to his small size and the heavy

Gourse 180 (base), Speed 21 K. PRaage 156005
Own Ship Data

Course 2407,

Depth - i fice ngle — 0,

Fire Control and Teorpedo Data
Dey periscope attacka,

Tubes Fired =7 43 #10
Track .ngile 1455 1495 :
Gyro sngile 2hT

2
Depth Set 2} gt 3 b 3 TG
Lower - - —
Hit omr Miss Miss Miss Miss
Brrabic No No No
Mark Torpedo 18-1 18-1 18-1
Serial No, 55857 55947 5631
Mark Hxploder 8=5 &=5 8=5
Sariel Nog 5429 82873 8LO8
Acbuabion Set Contact Contact Contact®
Aecbuabion fetuail - - -
Maxk Warhead 182 18-2 168-2
Serial No. 3053 B280 3l
Explosive iljop.g Pox Tpx
Riping Interva - 10 see. EOQ seex
Type spread 0 20 D3, 20 B
Sea Conditions Calm, but heavy ground swell from

northe.
Overhaul .ctivity Submarinc Base, Tearl Harbor.
Toor firing position, due to high speed and constant
helm maneuvers of target and difficulty of observations
swell, probably
resulted in misses, Believe that one torpedo may have
broached as targct turncd toward about time torpedoes
should have crossed track.

S8 =
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( I ) lﬂI“ ..LnJ

No information.

(J) ANTI-SUBM.RINE ME.SURES .ND EV.STIVE T..CTICS

No unusucl anti-~submarine measures wers cnecountered.

(X) MiJOR DEF.L.CTS AND DIM .GE

(a) General Liotors 278—. Main Engincs.

1, S8ix cases of cylinder head studs broken by fatigue
feilure were experienced., Normal time for replaccnsnt 1S 6 to
8 hours, but in one case, due to the unusual hardness of the
broken stud, 50 hours werc required for rop leceucnt

2, TFive cracked cylinder liners were replaccd by spares
during the patrol

(L) R.DIO

Reception at night was satisfactory during the patrol.
During the period 0500 to 1330(H) VIZQ fades out and is
unrc*d ble,

The RBH reccciver,which was installed to replzce one of
the R.L's in Icarl Harbor, was found to give inferior performance
telithat of the Rl

O0f the five transmissions made from the area, onc
cleared in about 15 minutes from the original call up.
others took somcwhatv more ohan one hour.

V
iL]

T mn

(14) RoDLiR

(2) Model SJ-1 gave excellent per formancc throughout the
paiienl  fihe orly "?buulb\ of cuf conscquence. occurred on the
night 2fiter leaving UReaLoa, L AP0 velit short to LIouud aue

to wire insulation orauAd wn in the transmittcr rcceiver unit
sulted in damege which required 15 hours to locate and repair.

(b) Model SD-4 was uscd with what was thought o bec dis-
crction and also gave cxcellent performance.
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(L) R.D..R (Cont'd) . e e

(c) The .FR-1 scarch receiver was used continuously while
on the surface, .pproaching the coast of Luzon, where thers
ars apparcntly several aircraft search installetions, at a
time when the air was full of our own planes, £ave Us onc oOr

two bad nights until we learned to identify the various sig-

nals and ignore them unless prescns: of aireraft was confirmed
by the SD or SJ radars. Tlherc vwas nce eviceace of airborne

radar notcd except that which is nuw bei-cved to have emanated
from our own plames, and most of our planes operating iz the
area apparentily wuse & FrcguemcyEabeovie bhe Tenge of the i R: By
is believed that an opportunity to observe the signal produced
by our own airborne radar at various ranges, angles of approzch
and other variable conditions would increesc the value of this

instrumcht,

(N) SOUND GI_R .IYD SOUND CCINDITIONS

(a) .11 sound equipnent gave excellent performance, the
only defect being =2 knock which developed in ths QB shaft, the
cause of which is yet undetermincd., The Ji-1 equipment gave
outstandingly fine results,

No opportunity was had to test the Torpedo Detection
Modificction to the @B, but the constant rotation featurc of
this modification is bulieved to promote the efficiency of the
sound watch during thc submerged petrol.

(b) Sound conditions in the South Chins Sca were very good
jasofar as observed, :

(0) DENSITY L.YERS

Density layers werc found to conforn very closely to the

information given in the Submarine Supplemecnt to the Sailing
Directions for the South China Ses ..rea - Ilovember to .pril.

(6] HE.LTH, BQOD: iND HiBHl SilmEyY:

() Health of the crew was oxdellcnt, there beging oniy I
sick days,

(b) Food wac adequatec although somewhat lacking in variety,

a deficiency which may probsbly be traced to inexperience of
commissary department pcrsornel, the scnior man of which is a
ship's cook third class.

(c) Habitability was exccllent oxcept for the forward torpedo
room, this ship not yet having the alteration providing a booster
blower and suxiliary eir conditioning unit,

- 25 =
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()

factorye

(a)
ficullty

ing was
two out

borpedo

Torpecdo
ing,but

—TT

CLRESONNEL

The performance¢ O duty of all personnel was highly satis-

ﬁa) Number of men on board during patrole o « ¢ v v » o 77
b) Number of men qualified at start of patrol. . . . « 22
(¢c) Number of men gqualified o iend OFf Pabrol. o« o o & e 63
(a) Number of unqualified men making their first pabreldid
(¢) Number of men advanced in ratine during patrol. o6 0

MILES ST:‘.‘QED — RURE UsE

Bl Lo Saipan 3428 mi. 38,604 gal,
Saipan to Saipan 686 10,470
Szipan to .xrea 1876 22572553
iR Area 5575 5651
area to Fremantle 20 8, 200
PURATTON

eys enroute to Saipan 11

ays Saipan to Saipan 3
Deys Saipan to .xea 7
PDays in iree’ & B2
Days ..rea to Fremantle 1.0
T OT.«L-L ° ® ° [ . . . ® . . . 6 3

ays submerged 27

F__CTORS OF ZNDUR.NCXE

Heppedoes = Bl e Trovisions -~ TIcrsonnel Factor
18 6000 gal. 1., days Indeterminate

Tatpol tcorminated by orders to proccecd TO base,

RADITG. . ND: Ru)eE CCUNTERME.LSURES
No information.

REM.LRKS

Mark 18-1 Torpedoes

~ tTull looa of Mark 18-1 torpedocs was carried and no dif-
was cxpcriencecd in their upkeep. In the forward room charg-—
conducted on three out of every five days; in thc after room
of every six daySe

. broken lead in the hydrogen burning circuit of one
necessitaeted ventilating every watche

The new type battery charging pancl (Ward-Leonard Typc 51008
Battery Charging Controllcr) was found to facilitate charg-
one of the two panels in thc forward torpedo room went out

of commission just prior to leaving thc aroca, when four out of five
of the resistor pancls burned outs, The causc of this failure was
apparently rough and uneven contactsas

- 26 ~
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PC5«206/41¢-3 - SUBMARINE SQUADRON TWENTY SIX \
Serial ( g32 )

; Care of Fleet Post Office,
CONFIDERTIIAL San Francisco,-California,

: 28 Januarv 1945

I3

FIRST EMDORSELINT To
USS Cailwdlv Ltr. SS8323/416-3
Serial (020) of 22 January

Q)
e ap S e

Fron: Ti.e Cormander Subnarine Squadron TWENTY Si b8
To. 2 The Commander in Chief, UNITED STATLS FLEET.
Via ¢ (1) Cormander Subrarines, SEVENTH FLLET.
(2) Comicnder SEVENTE FLEET.
Subjects JeCeSe CaliliN (S5323) - Report of First iar Patrol, O UL 2t
1, The first war patrol of U.S.S. CAIiAN was conducted in the South China

ailye
Sea in wvorious arcas and on pdu;Ol lines as directed by the Task Force Commander.
r

It lasted for o poriod of €9 days of which thirty seven (37) were spent north of
the Barrisr under oper

operaticnal control of Commander Tasik Force Seventy-Onc,
2e after arrival in the area twenty three (23) days werc spent submerged
due to proxinity to the ceast. T'o Jover, arca coverarb was good A total of 15
ship contacts werc nade including 3 D“one“ly narked hospital ships, cng;large, >

convoy, a 1:eigh cr efcorted by 0 destreoyers and a number of escort and anti-
subnerine vosscels. One attock was mades

Attack No., 1, was a da31$.ht periscope attack cn a2 single ecscort vessel,
prebabilty a BE or PE.  Hhree & "*ti;c torpecoes werce fired from the stern tubes fron
v range of 1500 yards on approxinatoly 1500 starboard tracks. All torpedoecs missed,
rargct turned toards CAlill about the tine torpedoes should have crosscd the track
vhich may have rosulitcd from one or more torpedoes broaching.

On 206 Deecrber 1944, an opportunity to | gain attack position on a large
1cavily escorted convoy was missed by relying too wuch on a hastily obtaincd

‘"vi;:tionul nosition rather than using specd to gain position sahcad. On 3 January
1945, when in position zhzad of o cwrgo vessel cscorted by two destroyers, the
ecision was roached to trail from ahcad and moke a subrn werged periscope attack at

23175 88 LAILAH vas driven off by three snall anti-submarire vessels and the opport=-
mity to atinek vas lost. OSEALION had previously mede an unsuceessful attack on
1l s ,rouﬁ but had been directed by Caliul to return to her area.,

La It is noted that tbcr' 1s no entry in the narrstive for 19 December,
t is assuncd that no cvent worthy of mention occurred on tn\t date.
5e The na t rial condition of CAIMAN upon her rcturn from potrol was

xccllent, The conditlon of nurber 9 torpedoc tube outer door cannot be determined
nvil the wLp is hhckuc The auX1liﬁry and thrce main engines require overhaul.

nc will be refitted by &NTHEDON and nunmber one relief crewv of Submarine Division
wo Sixty Two, ;

6 The health of the officers and erew is very good. Despite a long,
*duous, unproductive patrol morale is cxcellent,
e The Squndron Commander welcomes CAIMAN to the Squadron.

//y§7>'u~ﬂ A ad i
L. J. HUFFMAN,
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FE2A-71/415-3 TNITED STATY 14/hr

Serisl 0273 7 February 19495
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from: The Commender Subiparines, SEVELLH FLEEL
P T XA A / > : ITRI TR i pREvye]
1i0)3 The Comaender in Chief, UNITED STATES FLEET.
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) - Report of First War
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L. The Tirst War Patrol of +he GATMAN, under the SIC Y
Cormander F. C. LUCAS, Jre, UeSelie, WAS conducted
in the SOUTHE CEINA SEA aress viest of LUZOI.

ck. on 27 Deceiber, wWas made upon
e ] Three 1 k-18 torpsdocs Were
£ no lits wexe

e During this natrol Cg;';f ~erformed 1lifszuard and
ra2CcOnNNE 1S8AIGE fubics in support ol - TL.ISPINE invasion onerationse.

e The award of the Subrarine Conbhat Insignia 1S not
-uthorized for this nDatrol.

Offticer, Officers amnd Crew of the CATMAN upon their D
of lifepuard s1d reconnaissance dutiesSe

Dot The Force Coruiaider conzra tulates the Commanding
e
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UNITED: STATES FLEET
COMMANDER SEVENTH FLEET

416-3(8) (¥=3-4/whr) E
Serial /<555 Mﬂiﬁ :
(R S. N MQ\ = 3/”!
CONFIDENTIAL T
5 MAD 104
/ [y 5_._,46
THIRD ENDORSEMENT to:
7SS CAIMAN Conf. Ltr.
aAl8-3, serial 020, dated
22 January, 1945.
From: Commander Seventh Fleet.
To: ~ Commander in Chief, United States Fleet¢
Subject: U.S.S. CAIMAN (SS323) - Report of First War
. Patrol.
1, - Forwarded.



