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From The Commanding Officer.

To. s The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.

Via (1) Commander Suomarine Division T/0 SIXTY TWO.
(2) Comiander Submarine Squadron TWENTY STIX.
(3) Commander Submarines, Southwest Pacific,
( L{. ) CO_‘JJA;‘E‘LIL 91’ iIl Chi ef [} U. S e Pale ic Fle Gt P

Subject: U.S.5. CATIMAN (SS 323)- Report of Second

; V:ﬁ;r Patrol 4
ENcHiesures: (A) Subject report.

(B) Track chart (ComSubSoWestPac only).

il e fnclosure (A), covering the second war patrol of
this vessel conducted in the South China Sea in ViGin ity on
Malay Peninsula, during the period 18 February 1945 to 6 April
1945: is Torwarded henewibhe.
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CONFIDINTTAL :
(A) PROLOGUE U.5.5. CAIMAN WAR PATROL NO. TWO

This vessel arrived in Fremantle, Australia, on 22 January
195 | 'The normgil refit Wa s accomplished by Submarine Division
262, The officers and crew returned Ffrom recuperation leave on _
€ TFebruary 1945, and Lieutenant gemmanderaiis L. FEY, JrJ: U.S.
Navy, relieved Conmander F. C. LUCAS, Jdr:y U.S. Navy, as Command-
iy Officer, and Lieutenant Commander W. A. McGUINNESS, U.S. Navy,
rerieved Lieutenant Commander L. B, McDONALD, U.S. Navy, as
2xecutbtive Officexr, emd Eieutenant (jo) W. H. O'NEAL, U.S. Naval
Reserve, reported aboard for duty.

The training period included 7 to 16 February 1945, three
nights of which were spent at sea. Sound tests, electronic tests,
and deep dive were accomplished during this period, Two days were
spent conducting special exercises, The five inch gun was fired
twice at a towed target, The various types of approaches were
practiced, finishing up by firing three exerciss torpedoes,
Commander C. C. BURLINGAM:, U.S. Navy, was aboard from 15 to 16
Bebruary as Training Officer:

Final loading day was 17 February, and date of departure
for second war patrol was 18 February 19.5.,



CONFIDEITTTIAT

(B) NARRATIVE

U.S.S. CATMAN WAR PATROL NO. TWO

List of officers and chief petty officers attached:

NAVE RANK/RATE NO, PATROLS

BEY . William ofie SR, Lieut,Comdr, 2
McGUINNESS, W. A. Lieut .Comdr, 2
BENNETT, W. F. ficeut., 10
ENERY, J. H.ofis Lieut, 2
ROECKLEIN, R. G. Lieut.(jg) 2
LAKE: B W, Lieub.(J ) 12
OTNEAL, W. H. Lieut, (Jg) 1
PETERSON, J. V. Lieut.(jg) 2
lUquLhSLT Walter Michael TM(SS) 5
NATERS, Richard Eugene CRM(A4) (SS) 7
JO‘JU, John Emanuel CMolMM( SS) 5
KOPACKA, William Frank CMOMN(AA)(S ) 5
VIITE, Bennie Russell CEM(AA) (SS) 9
BACKMAN, Henry Lee CPhM(AAL) (SS) 5

1300
1400
1700

2300

Feb.’l9
0000
0550

Feb,
0000
L7005
1626

Bebs 22

0000
0730

il

Underway for patru¢ aEea iin aecordance with C.h.G.
OpOrder 22-45, in company with U.S.S. COBIA. Ensign
dOPKINS, radar expert, on board to check 3J radar,

Pired 5% deck zun ot towed tarbe+ .

Commenced coordinated exercise with COR 3TA, HMAS INVERELL
as target.

Exercise completed. Transferred Ensign HOPKINS to

INVERELL via small boat.

Lnloute patrol area in company with U.3.S. COBIA,
;AGQan&eq calls with southbound ‘HMS SPARK. Conducted
various drills, some-in conjunction with COBRIA.

Enroute patrol area in company with U,S.5. COBIA. Con-
aducted various drills, some in conjunction with COBIA.

nxcnqnted calls with HMS TANTALUS.
Bxchanged calls and spoke HMS THADEWIND. Reports all
quiet in Lombok Strait,

Enroute patrol area in company with U.5.5. COBIA.
COSTA turned back to proceed to Exmouth Gulf; proceedeld
independently,

=2



CONFIDENTIAL

(B) NARRATIVE (Cont'd)

Hehis 25

Fnroute patrol area.

lMiade training dive.

surfaced.

Simulated SD contact - Dived. Main induction jammed
partially open due to personnel failure, induction lines
flooded a's alireslt, '

Surfaced and drained induction lines,

Commenced transit of Lombok Strait.

Sighted small craft, possibly escort vessel, off Balij,
range 7600 yardsi . (SLES 7l

Transitting lLombck Strait,

Cleared Lombok Strait, : :
Sighted aircraft, (A.C. #1) Dived.
Surfaceds '

Enroute patrol area, in Java Sea,

Sighted aircrafbt. (A.C. #2) Diyed,

Plane dropped first of four depth bombs,

Surfaced.,

Sighted airecraft. (A.C. #3) Dived.

Surfaced. '

Set course for vicinity of 109°E; 59S, at four engine
speed,

Proceeding to vicinity of 109°E; 5°s.
Submerged.,

‘Surfaced because of reduced visibility.

Abandoned idea of msking a contact. Set course for East
Discovery Shoal Lizht to transit Karimata Strait. In
doubt as to navigational position because of overcast
since last night.,

Reccived message from CTF 71 to take lifeguard station
off Singapore on early morning of 2& February.

Having failed to pick up East Discovery Shoal Light,
turned around hoping to obtain moonlight star fix. Com-
plete overcast continued. _
Notified CTF 71 that I could not reach lifeguard station

on time.

Coo



CONFTDENT TAT,

(B) NARRATIVE (Cont'd) U.S5.S. CATMAN WAR PATROI NO. TWO

Beb. 27

00C0 Underway soutHd of aopxoaches to Karimata Strait.

16059 SD conbaets A G ;L) Dived,

22 Surtaceds

5L O btained a sun line. Set course estlma ed to be toward
thast Discovery Shoal Light,

1706 Sl;nt:a Bast Discovery Shoal Light, ilrldlnb myself about
35 miles. from esSbtimabted p031t10n. Deecided Lo btry €
transit Karimata Strait in ome night at high speed,

1800 Received mesgsage from CTF 71 to make every effort to
reach lifeg ,Uard station.

2051 hKCﬂcuévu oallo with U.S5.5, MINGO via SJ radar,

21 33 ent message to CTF 71 giving earliest possible time of

r“lval on lifeguard station as 1900, 26 February.
Reversed course while transmitting.

00
' 51¢nL@b what apquIuQ to be a ship, hull down., Discovered
to be a smadiliisadlingfienaRbe « (S .0 #2) _
20L2 Received message from CTF 71 to take lifeguard station
off Singapore during daylisht on 2 March. Directed to
patrol in vicinity of Anamba Islands in the meanwhile.
Set course for Anamba Islands,

AR I
‘Lhar ) .l.

0000 Patrolling in vicinity of Anhamba Tslands.,

0650 Made trim dive.

1005 Sighted circraft., (BECE45)

1948 Sighted lighted ship. Thought it to be the AWA MARU
although it carried hospital ship lights. Puzzled be-
cause it was apparently leaving Singapore instead of
arriving- there as the AWA MARU was scheduled. Kept clear.

(U- . /f3)

Mame s 2

0000 Patrolling in wvieihiby of Anamba Tslands.

0236 ©SJ contact at 30,000 yards and sighted white light on
the radar bearing. This turned out to be the southbound
AWA VARU (the white light was a.large white cross), so
kept clear. Decided that last night's ship was a hospital
shipe . (SLO1) -

0700 On lifeguard station,

CoNee
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JARRATIVE (Cont'd) UeS.S. CAIMAN WAR PATROL KO. TWO
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1924

Sighted aircrafi (A 0760 Dived,

Surfaced.

Sighted Sirveraft. (Al #7) Es Q6D dmew that air strike
Wa s DP seduled feon 1100 he did not dive. While this plane
was being observ at a fanmnly long range at

SD CCL;SCu wss sade at 3imides. - (AC. 783 Before he
went down the hatech, the 00D saw & float plane coming in.

ct
L J

i)

12 ~d opne loud depth bomb,

C riscone depth and while in low power sighted
float plane. (Ai.C. #9) Went deep tO 110 feet,

Cane SH e O

d

a

= e depth. Appafeltly all clear, but
0 have Executive Officer make a check sweep, and

he sichted a twin engine land plane. (4.C. #10) Went deep.
sme to periscope depth, ;
Sizhted float plane. (4.C. #11) Went deep.
amc to periscope depth and sighted f1oat plane. (A.C. #12)
vent U.bp‘ﬁ-
aurfaced. Listened on tae ll’ﬂ,uurd frequencies until
2300 but heard nothing concerning the S abmrilees
NOTE: We were involved with ‘rr;e different types
of planes today; land plane, float monoplane,
and float biplane,
Having received no word of downed aviators proceeded for
assigncd patrol area.

Enroubte patrol area, in Sout h China Sea.

ST contact - dived. Decided that contact was on Domar
Island. Surfaced.

Sichted aircraft. (4.0. #1.3 )

Sighted what 00D thought was a pa rachute in the skK¥y.
Llthough the object wCs acvel cufinjitely identified, it
appeared to be & meteorological balloon, Four hours
laeter it was still visible high in the sky.

Reccived message from CTF 71 to join up with U.S. Se

+t dark on L M=rch off Pulo lenggol and to pa-—
tro]l off the coast of Malay between LON and 6°ON, with
the CO PINTADO as OTC of coordinated attack group. Set
course for Pulo Tenggol.



CONFIDENTIAL U.S.S. CAIMAN

(B) NARUATIVE (Cont'd) WAR PATEOL NO. TWO
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Mae. ol

9000 Enrouvie Pule: encool

OFA0L Madc Trimidiwes

1059 S convachy GALG. il iived
i S ST faeedd

2000 Fxchmre=d rceegnition gigmedic withi U, S.S. PINTADO viag

2132 . Clcsea FINTAPE anad receiwed pavrol instructions via line

' : H : area was divided into sub-areas;
. PINTADO and CATMAN were. to patrol
spending a day in each sub~-area,

\Un

Mar.

D000  Petroiling an.sub-—area assigned by 0.T.C.
0700. Made trim diwves ;
1018 SD conteet lomiles: @ee@eal5 ) Dived,
@53 Surfaced, :

0000 Enroute new sub-area just off Pulo Kapas.

0653 Dived for submerged patrol. Sighted a fleet of small native
fishing cratt which were about almost all day.

1950 Surfaced and proceeded to new sub-area.

r 9
Tﬂa r L] 4/

0000 Patrolling in sub-area assigned by 0.T.C.

0945 Ordered by 0.T.C. to proceed at high speed to northern
limit of area (6°N). Went to four engine speed.

1357 Received uessage that PINTADO has sighted smoke. Sent
my position, course and speed to PINTADO, and as I
received no orders, continued as before.

1517 Received message giving position, course and speed of
PITTADO's contact; the composition of the contact was
garpled. ' The icontaect is aboub Tifty miles to the east
of my poeition.

1601 Received message that PINTADC is diving for attack.

As intercepted messages indicate that the submarines of
the wolf pack in the next area to the north have taken
up positions ahead of the enemy decided that my only
opportunity for attack lay in the ememy's being divertead
to the west.

1603 Slowed to one engine. :

1622 Sighted two aircraft atabout 6 miles. (A.C. #16) 'Dived.

26 -



CONFIDENTIAL

(B) NARSATIVE (Cont'd)

U.S.S. CAINAN WAR PATROL NO. TWO
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Mara 14

0000

0700

SD. contacte

‘surfaced.

Received message from PINT.DO that contact was a hospital
ship. Ordered By 0 (Gl tomzethrn GO assigned sub—-area.,

fnroute To assigned sub-area,

Made bTrim dives s

reeeived message from C.T.F. 71 to take 1life guard station
at 104°-20'E; L4SN durine daylight hours on 10 March for
Singapore air strike.

Patrollinz assig¢ned sub-area.

Made trim dive,

Received message from C.,T.F. 71 to the effect that coor-
dinated attack group consisting of PINT.DO and CATMAN
now dissolved. |

Enroute to lifeguard station. ;

Received message from C.T.F. 71 that Singapore air strike
had been postponed, but to be on assigned lifeguard
station for subsidiary air strjke, then to patrol in thav
vicinity awaiting further word on originally planned
strike.

On lifeguard station.

(AC. #17) & Bived,

Surfaced.

Sighted aircraft.
Surfaced.

Set course for Tanjong Laboha which is about 50 niles
from my lifeguard station.

(A2GL 7708  Dived.

- Received messase from CTF 71 ordering me to send weathner

report sometime on the llth.

Patrolline, heading for Tanjong Laboha. My plans are to
dive at daylight about 5 miles from coast and patrol until
noon, then move out to surface and send weather reporb.
This is the only place in the area that I can find which
has 2t least 100 fect of water at five miles from coast,
Dived. Low clouds and haze prevent obtaining a fix by

PErisSCOpE.
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CONFIDENTT..I,

(B) NARR.TIVE (Cont'ds) UsSeSe CATNAN WAR PATROL NO. TWO’
0800 Took a sounding and found 15 fathoms where I eXxpected at

25
BEHE 545
1308
2002
2005

2345

Moo il
0000
CH58
0854
1445
2205
2230
0000

Max, 16

0C00
0658

lcast 20. The surface curreat here had been about 1-1/2
knots to the south-southeast.' Decided that either the :
charted soundings were too sketchy or there was a counter
currcnt and that this was not a very good spot. St
course away froin coast.

Surfaced. ik : :
5D contach. (@ 0o HHGNERIGod:,

@
i
ct
z!
(¢0)
(6%}

S ther report to  CEE 715

Sct course for Pulo Tenggol. Planned to take some sound-
ings off Tanjong Laboha while navigating by radar.
Rocelved message from CTF 71 to take lifeguard station
during daylight om 12 March for Singapore air strike.

Set course for lifeguardisstation:

Enroute lifeguard station.

on lirfeguard sbatd ong

Lircraft sighteds (AL6s< #26). Dived:
suriraced, : \
cet ®ourse for vicinity of Pulo Tenggol.

)

Patrolling in wicinity efs Pulo Tenggol,
Received message from G B, 71 Fto join PAMPANITO coor-—
dinated attack group at dark on 1, March,

Patrolling in wicinity af@Philoc Tenggoel,

Made trim dive.

Received message Trom PAMPANITO to rendezvous at 60N-1040E
at about 2100 tonight.

Set course for rendezviols position. -

Closed P.LMELANTITO and received patrol instructions via line
throwing gun.  PAMPANITO, CniliN, MINGO, and SEALION

to patrol between 5°N and 6°N off the coast of kirlay.
Froceecded to assigznea patrol station.

Patrolling on assigned istabion.

Patrolling on assigned station.
Made trim dive,
Sl



CONTIDENTIAL .

(B) NARRATIVE (Cont'd)  U.S.5. GATMAN WAR FATROL NO. TWO
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to new patrol station,
or all day submerged patrol.

Hy @ Hb
(@) "" (@)

Q0

0000 Patrolling on assigned station.

0035 EKeceived contact report from PAMPANITO. Possible des-
troyer makineg 20 knots; no action possible for this
submarine.

0655 Dived for all day submerged patrol.

1303 Eecelived message from O. E.u. via SD antenna to surface.

1320 Surfaced and received orders from 0.T.C. to proceed east,

1552 EReceived new patrol station a881gnment Rrom @ T G
evidently because of this morning's contact,

0000 Patrolling on assigned station,

1003 SD contact at 20 miles. (A.C. #21)

1223 Sighted PAMPANITO. ACCUlVLQ message from PAMPANITO to
close hews

1255 Lay to while PAMPANITO came alongside znd delivered
special vatrol instructions.

1300 Proceeded to new patrol station to north of Pulo Tenggola

0000 Patrolling on assigned station.
0640 Dived for all day submerged patrol.
1955 Surfaced.

0000 Patrolling on assi:ned station.

0655 Received message from 0.T.C. to proceed to new patrol
stetion in Guif of Sism about 90 miles southwest of
Ca pC Kamao.

0700 Set course for mew patrol statlon at two engine speed,

092 SD contact at 20 miless (A.C. 7#22)

1447 Received message from 0.T.C. TO patrol in Gulf of Siam
about 120 miles west of Cape Kemao along about & °N
Latitude, The MINGO will be patrolling along about
7030'N ILatitude.
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