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SS323/416-3 UeS-Sa GRAIMAN: (SS: 523 )
Care of Flest Post OEfsiicen
Serlal 02a6 Sa

an Francisco, California.

27 JdJune 1945,

Fromn: The Commanding Officer,
o) ks The Commender in Chief, United States Fleet.,
Via : (1) Commander Submarine Division TWO SIXTY TWO.

(2) Commander Submarine Squadron TWENTY SIX.,
§3 Commander Submarines, Southwest Pacifie,
s Comnanden B Ghiets U.S, Pacific Fleeba

Subject: U.S.5. CATNAN WSS 823) — RPeport of Third
War Patrol.,

Enclosures: (A) Subject report.
{(B) Track echart (ComSub7thFlt only).

i ¢ Enclosure (A), covering the third war patrol
of this vessel, conducted in the South China Sea off the
South Coast of Indo China during the first phase and off the
West Coast of Borneo and in the Java Sea during the second
phase in the pexied from 28 april 1945 to 27 June 19455 is
forwarded herewith,

DECLASSIFIED-ART. 0445, OPNAVINST 5510.1C

gy O£~ 237 < DATE /LY/JL ' - L.' o
DECLASSIFIED




CONFIDENTIAL U.S.S. CATVAN WAR PATROL NO. TIREE

(A) PROLOGUE

This vessel arrived in Suble.Bay, P.I.,.on 6 April 1945,
and moored alongside U.S.S. ANTEZDIN. The normgl refit was
accomplished by Submarine Divigion 262 Refit Crew. The
officers and mwen returaed to the saip on 20 April 1945, at
which time Lileubenamy J. b SRS fro 1.5 .. Naval Reserve,
was detached and Bnsign W. . BPEIRAT, U.S..Nawy, Treported on
board for duty.

The readiness for sea period was from 21 to 27 April
1945, two days of which were spent in training exercises. No
exercise torpedoes viecre fired, but the five inch gun was
fired at an improvised target which included a radar decoy.
Captain J. H. WILLINGHAM, U. S. Navy, was gboard for thc sec-
ond day of training. His help in ironing out wrinkles in
the control party were particularly appreciated.

The personnel of bthe CAEMIE belicve that speclal men=
tion should be made abeoub she eweelicunt refit perrormed by
the ANTHEDON repair force and the Submaxine Division 262
Refit Crew. The number of post rerit items was very low,

Hy

(B) NARRATIVE (All Times ITEM)

List of officers and chief petty officers attached:

NAME RANK /RATE NO. PATRCLS
EEY, Wilitiam fues ik, Taeut . Gomdr. B
McGUINNESS, Walter A, Lieus-.Comdr. 5
BENNETT, William F. el et BEAE
ROECKLEIN, Robert G, Lieut.! jg) 3
LAEE, Daward W, Lieub. (jg) i3
O'NEAL,, Walter Ha e 2
PETERSON, James V. Lieut,(jsg) 3
PETRAT, William F. Ensign 1L
BACKMAN, Henry Les CPhM(AL) (SS) 6
JCNE3, John Emanuel CMoMM(SS) 6
KOPAOKA, William Frank CMoMM (SS) 6
SLTON, Robert Lewis CMoMM ( SS) 6
Wit 3, Richard Eugene CRM(...) (SS) 8
W-i.1%, Bennie Russell CEM(4i) (SS) 10

26 Apnid
1,00 TUnderway from alongside U.S.5. ANTiZDCN for third war

patrol in accordance with Commander Task Group 7ol
Operation Order No, 57=4b.

Sh ! 8 llBSKH;



CONTIDLNT IAL UsSeSe CaAIMN WiR PATROL NO. TGR:E

(B) NaARR.TIVE (Cont'd)

1425
1545
1628
758

1858
2030

2130

2207

Passed through net anﬁ Joined’ up with U.5.5. WILLETT

and U.S.5. AERES

Slcwed down because of plt log derangement. Contemp-

lated rctuyn’ph to tenaer, tut at

Decided that >ship's ‘o cE: Ckuli cffect repairs.

Reawizd btJo‘. ‘ ’

Rerdered serwieecs 6o s’rfdoe vessels for one hour,

Selh course Hor WeinG Zenesas e (PeS s S0 W TRTA

Recei7ed riessage rrom CTH 71 to c¢nter arza at dawn on
ST

May let and towacrol (apesnsiany L subcmarcine zone off

v Sl
C-;\: e D00 \1..-34. . ana C..t A 'u.l: : J:: ’ AL l ©Z200C WE a'Re
authorized to acbeck attyisubmariiic V\A_L.Av‘ cd o
Hel d racar tibaed e 34?“-Ll..
Fntered Jjeint zZope; relcased escert. Procsedsd at
thrrec engzine sneell zigzagiinie on bade course 270°T,

29 April

0000 Trensiiting _ Jjoint zone at three engine speed.

0013  APR contact on an SD radar:

01L& 57 interference detected on bearing 250°0T. Challenged
but received Be rteply: :

0245 S¢ interference reded out, 4Lssumed it to be the
BASHAW -

0704 Signtea periscope. (SC #1) Avoided.,

0733 Sighted perisecope.  (S€ #2)  ivoiged,

0815 Dgcidea to send contact report in spite of fact that
we are . in joint zone, No receipt received,

0908 SD contect at 20 miles. .ttempted to contact plane
by VHF to report periscope sightings. No success,

1200 RPosit: Lav, 14=-57N '

Long, 115-3LE

1719 SD contact at 18 miles.

1720 Sighted Privateer,

1730 Established communications via VHF and informed
plane of our periscope sightings in the Jjoint zsne.

1900 Cleared joint zone.’

2029 Slowed to two engine speed. We are not to enter area
until BAY:. has departed.

30 4Lpril

0000 Enroute CLMR.ANH BLY area at two engine speed,

0707 Made trim dive,

0938 Sighted planc, ;

0940 SD contact at 9 miles. Friendly IFF. Identified as

Liberator, Plane fired correct recognition pyrotech-

‘nic to which we replied in kind., VHF communication
establlsned.

s



CONFIDENTIAL U.S.S. CLTMALN WaR B.TROL KO. THREE

{B) N\RRATVE  {Contiit]

0200 Bosit: Lat. 12-32N
Iong. 111-53E
1340 Sighted Liberator which turned out to be the one we
saw this morning. He informed us that he had
sightcd nothing on the coast. '
2330 Noted message from B..Y. to CTF 71 that she had
cleared anti-submarin¢ zonc.

1 May

0000 Enroute CAMRANH B..Y area at two cnginc speed.

0611 LPR contact on 162 mge. Very strons.

0654 Dived about 17 miles from coast, The reason for
diving so far out was to study the geography of this

area.

1000 Headed for CAMRINH POINT. Numerous small bail boats
about,

1200, Posistis Lat. 11-59N

Long., 109-26E :

1700 Three miles off CaMR.ANH POINT. Crossed the entrance
to CAMRANHE BaY and detected no activity there.

2000 Noted a large fire in the mcuntains.

2055 Surfaced about 4 iiies off LUIL DaV..ICH.

2109 Received message from CTE 71 that BLOWEL would re-=
lieve us after 6th .of May. No specific orders for

+ us however,

2130 Rececived message from CTF 71 to provide lifeguard
services for Liberator strike on SAIGON at 1230, May
BrdiS

2135 Commenced patrolling between Fall halNG POINT and C.FE
P.D.RLN about 5 miles off the coast.

2 May,

0000  Patrolling about 5 miles off F.IT RallG BAY§S

06,9 Submerged about 8 miles SSE of CiPE PADARAN fior &
day's patrol covering Fall R._.IC S.Y. Cu course 3,597
we made good 000°T,

12600 Posibs: Lot 0 22N

Long. 109-03LE

135¢& In a position from which no part of F.N RLNG B.aY was
more distant than 4 miles we ascertained that the bay
was emptye.

©057 Surfaced and proceeded to lifeguard station.

2230 TReceived message from CTF 71 that BLOWEK will enter
our srea on May 12th. We are to depart at dark May
11th and proceecd patrol in Gulf of Siam. We are to
report when clecar of the special anti-submarine zone,
(Notc: This changes the message received last night,)

- 3 -



CONFIDENTL AL U,5.5. CAIMAN WAR PATROL NO. THRAE

(B) NARRATIVE (Cont'd)

umme  + w— ———— ———

3 May

0000 Enroutse 1ifeguaxd station.

01,0 Passed betwecl PULO CECIR DE LER and CATWICK ISLANDS.

0805 On 1ifeguard station. 45 1O specific station was
assigned, Posit- at. 9-30N, Long. 108-15E was selec-
ted, pubbinsails about 80 miles from the reference
point (CiPL ST. JLCQUES) .

1200 Posit: Lat. 9-28N

1525 Received messag&e from CTF 71 assigning 1ifeguard auty
for strike on SAIGON at 1100, May Lth. NO specific
station was assigued so Ve salected Posit— Jat 10N,

Long. 1085, pubting us about 60 miles from the refer-
ence point (CAP: o, JLCQUES).

2100 Decided tO swing around the CLTWICK ISLANDS which pub

us on new station tomorIow morninge.

L, May

0000 Heading fer CATWICK ISL.NDS at two engine speede

0520 Pagsed 2 miles North of PULO SAPATU.

0526 Made trim dives

1000 On 1 ifeguard station.

1022 Sighted object which regembled three construction
pontoon sectionSe Noted M"PONTOON GL.R" printed in
English on 016 sectione. Fired 20mm into it.

1138 SD ccntacts varying from 2k to 36 milcse Sighted 12
Liberators OR gencrally westward COUr S€e Friendly

TFE but no conmunicationse Assumed them to be the
SATIGCN strikerse
1200 Posit: Lat, 9-59N
Long . 108-11LE

1254 SD contact at o8 miles. No IrF. Sighted group of
Liberators evidently returning from strike on SinIGON.

1700 Set & westerly coJursec to leave 1ifeguard statlole

2000 Rounded CATWICK ISL.ND group to southward and headed
for CAPZ P.DARAN

5 Ma Y

0000 Enroute vicinity of CAPE PaDARLN frem 1ifeguard statione
0630 Dived about 8 miles Bast of MUIL DAVAICH and cemmenced
closing the coast.
0915 About 21 miles off VUI DLVAICH came to course North
and just about atood still.
1200 Posit: Late. 11-42N
Long e« 109-18E

iy =



CONFIDENTIAL U.5.95. CAIMAN WAR P.LTKOI NO. THREEA

(B) NARR.TmE ((Conttd)

1426
L5 %7
1540
2050
6 May

0000
0130

0633
1200
1539

EH2
2100

7 May

0000
0100

Sighted Liberator in high power. Ran iast for an
hour at 2/3 spced and at

About 74 miles off coast put up SD mast to attempt
radio communication with plane. This was unsuccess-
3EbUL

Commenced closing itiec coast.

Surfaced and comuenced pabtrolling off CalRaNH B.Y.

Patrolling off entrance of CalR.lNH B,
Ren down coast to CAPE PiLDARLN and returned to CLNMRANH
BiY.
Dived about 8 miles off POINT HONNAI for a submerged
patrol off entrance to CAMRANH B Yee
Posit: Lat, 11-46N

Long. 109-17E
About 3 miles off MUI DAV.LICH came to a northerly
course, barely holding our <u.i against the current,
slowly closed the entrancc to tiae bay.
Headed to seaward.
Surfaced about 5 milcs off entrance of CaMitANE Baie
Commencecd patrolling between C..FPL PADLRAN and CaAMRANH
BAYL

Patrolling between CAMRANH BAY and CaPL PALDARAN
Received message from CTF 71 assiening us lifeguard
duty for SAIGON strike; time over target from 0700
to 1,00 on May 7th. Station assigned s iate 10=88N"
Long. 109-07E, which is about 10 miles Bast of PULO
CECIR DE MER. Set course for lifeguard SEatlion,
On lifeguard station. :
Sighted plane thought to Dbe a Liberators.
SD contact at 30milcs-
Signted Catalina (Air-Sea rescuc plane for the strike).
Sighted 3 groups of planes (total about 36) on west-
erly course,
Contacted Catalina by VHF.
Sighted 4 Lightnings which are fightcr ocover for the
Catalina.
PoSilte Lats. 10-34N

Long. 109-09%E
Received word from Catalina that there was no work
for us. Decided to rewain on station a while longer
just in case.
Tnowing that the Japanese weIlcC suspceibcd of having a
iookout station on PULO CECIk DE MER, and as we had-
PR contacts which wc thought might come from there,

=5~



1L/ 250)

1817

o7

8 May
0000
1055
12
55
LI,

ILILSC
1200

153713
LSS

2030

2130

—— ea— . v

(B) MiF

(R
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CONFINENTIAL U5 5. GALVE i BN NOE THREE

I thers

VS (Gontddy
we thoucht that we might fmdEcemddsitany target suit-—-
agle for bombandment Wi bh the fisne incnht gun. We
cicued tlhe isiland and pessed along the west and east
sides . at eboit 2 miiecs. lhedel WSTC 10 andications of
rvﬂar antennae and noching HEeL il coked iiko & 1ooiout
Tation. A8 the asleanasicsSeilly & madesiione and 2
leu. wide we had & gcooa )i ¥ ofy Uhie D 113 place in-

"
cinding lcoks Gficogugh 2 IS paﬁbr iLong gic
-1& N~
4

&= J >
i's snything of ‘a miliva i metsiiees O PTL; Uiq_A DE MER
it ds vory well cgheusiasce The reason. we went so
7 - -

we

close To Gthe dlslgnaG on L4 surfr“c was because
assa nard station

conld have been seer o Ghe ass: gned lifeg

ot
[
.L

Rorctved message from CTF 71 to take position Northe
wost orf PULO MENKIE (which istene of tae ANSMBAS

120izirnz over PULO CHCIR DE MER eand commenced

KNS ) 0 Maw tehny
Finiched e
return to She vieinity of CaFE PoLDIRLN and CialR:INH

13\7'

Reecived message from CTF 71 that Libcretors and
m*tCﬂ“l S WoHWd strikc ceass of TNDO "FI o between
1106 and 1306, May 8th, aadifier us to ba £ lifeguard
station Or: .Gl -“L_..J Decided to be about 15
miles Besb o of S4EE PAD RGN Gt dayn and then move in
sighted ’.he: DOomDErS.

. : S AR
QS E Wl L W E

G N

Twe miics off CPI PLDARAN -- — began patrolling along

. A e et
1Jl...(f C o ‘UQ

Tiftesn miles East of PADARGN-heading in toward the

- o
C\J E)Jr

Siehited four Libenraconss
Saw the first of the bombs explede.
Havidg moved ih €Q apoub Hislies off FAN RLNG BLY, we
hufi a feirly Lo Wicw Of vEe sorzbing ,
Tpne bomiipg compieted, MEYEd C4U cff the coast,
DUy Lets 1127
1059--CLE

Sichted Liberator,
Sighted 15‘~"at)r and reczived word aver VHF that he
had noching & Lupor,q
Commonced aigcht patrol attempting to be five. or less
millies 0ff *udnhuf and CuMRuNH BAY at end of each leg,

Received mesgage firom GLES/E =6 o previce lifeguard
services for Mitchell strike oin CLIRAFH B:iiY between
1100 and 1300, May 9th,. _dAssiganed etation 20 miles
Bast of. TLE TAGNI:

U rJ. (“

s ol



CONFIDENT I..L U.S.S. CATMAN WAR PATROL NO. THRELE

(B) NARRATIVE ((Geni4d)

2215

9 May

0000
0640

0725
1100

1104
1200

1300

1988
1937

2001
2010
2013

2104

|._.J
(@)
5

(@) (&)
— O
S8 )
N O <

Received message thet aircraft sighted des u OVCE O
large paceoel beat yttlo"l¢n; Fate 11 -32N, Tong, 109=
10E ati 115 May Sth s dihat bbhe adrcralft sighted was
the CAIMAN lifeguarding #lor him as the reported
position was within a few miles of our position at
that time, There was definitely no destroyer or
large patrol boat in the vicinity.

Patrolling about four miles off C.,MRaNH BULY.
Headed East for lifeguard station 20 miles Sast of
JLE TAGNE.
Made trim dive,
On lifeguard station.
Sighted Liberator.
Posit: Lais 11481,

Kongs ME9-—-251
At this &time we hads meoveds tn Co about 10 miles offi
CAMRANH BaY.
End of scheduled timec f£ar air strike and no Mitchells
or Lightnings sighted., DNot knowing whether strike
had been cancelled or merely delayed we remained on
surface between 5 amd 10 miles off C/MR.NH B:Y.
Sighted float plane (JaKE) flying out of CaMRANH BLAY
headed for s, (A€ 71 " hived,
Two very loud depth bombs nlthough we had been
under for fully three minubtes he managed to drop
fairly cleses
Started tp to periscepe depth,
At 80 feet - two more ¢l ih bommbs — not too close.
Periscope depth - all ciear - but decided To stay
down. bi 1 diatei.
Surfaced. Coumenced patrolling off CiMRANH BaY
about 5 miles off ecnbrARCEo

Patrolling off CAMRANH BiY.

Received message from CTF 71 that one: destroyer or
large PC had been sighted in lat. 11-32K, Long. 109=
108, at 1200 May SEhesiic: agoue that this is a
rcpeat of tho messask E@celved inist nicht. Thers ds
qosolutely no posoéuilit‘ wiatscever of any destroyer
or patrol craft having been in that position at that
time. The: GAEMAN @ugl olir sailboats were the only
vessels operating on the surface off FAN RANG BLY

at that time.

s



CONFIDENTZAL e o daEn Wik B fOL NO . THREE

1200
1506
1930
2051
11 May

0000
0631

1029
1200

1930
2040

2307
2320

12 May

0000
0020

0206

0237
1200

1300
1500
LIS

g fmesrged five miles off POTNT HCNN..L and headed to-
wars coost ror imshore patrol.
Posits 1eta 11-44N.
Long. 109-18E
Sighted Liberatore.
Tast of HON DO at 33 miles.
Surfaced and cormienced patrolling along coast between
CAFE PLDARSN and CAMRANH BiY.

Patrolling between CAMRANT BAY and CiPL Pa LRON
Dived 5% milcs Zast of POINT CAMRANH and headed in to-
ward the coasta. ;
Fast of MUI DAVAICH at 2 miles, continued southward
along the coast.
Poggioc: Lat, 11-40N

Long. 109-13E
past of CLPE PADARAN at i3 miles.,
surfaced about 4 miies Fast of CLPE PaDallalN. Enroute
new area in the GULY OF SI.M.
Sent message to CTFE 71 reporting that we were clear
of the anti-submarine zone at 2200 tonight.
Received message from CTF 71 cancelling our orders
to be off PULO MaNKI on May 15th. Cont inued enroute
GULF OF SI.M.

Fnroute GULF OF SIiM at 2 englne speed.
Pz 3sed beiween PULC CECIK DE MER and tae CATWICK
ISLAYDS.
Reccived message from CTF 71 to patrol the aree of f
the INDO CHIN.A COAST between Lat. 1ON and 12N, IS
the BLOWER is in tae ant i—submarine zone We will be
restricted to that portion of coast between Lat.
10-00N and 11--1CNe.
Reversed course GO patrol a North~South line from
PULO CLCIR DE MER toO Lot 11NG
Posivc: Tat. 10-48N

Long. 108-53E
Deciced to patrci OvVer +toward approaches to S..IGON
durins the nizhb.
Psoasd tetweca FULO CELCIR DE MER and the CLTWICK

P ot v~ S

< B
Cape to A wessoriy course Oh fats LON,



CONF I'DENT TAl, U.S.S. CAIMIN Wil PL.TROL NO. THREL

(B) NARRATIVE (Comttd)

I8 Nawy

0000 Patrolling to the southward of the approaches to
Si.IGON at 2 engine speced.

0015 - About: 19 milless sotsh o @GE s SN FACQUES reversed to
an easterly coursc,

0210 South of CAPE BAKH headed North toe the vieinity of
the 10 fathom line., There are shoals which might
force shipping to run out within range of us at this
vicinity,

0420 Ran South and headed East along lLat. 10N.

0853 South of POINT KEGA headcd Northe

1200 Pogist: Lat, 10-31N

Long., 108-15E

1210 Sighted POINT KEGA lighthouse.

1216 Sighted Liberator.

1238 Communicated with Liberator on VHF,

1413 Resighted Liberator and received word that he had
found no shipping.

1420 Headed South bt Lat: 30N and then ran East.

1810 After getipitng o it enwsley @ ATERCKe TST...NDS, turned
North,

2057 Turned West when about 9 miles West of PULO CECIR DE
MER to avoid BANC HOLLALND.LIS.

2200 South of POIIT GUIO headed north,

14 May
0000 Patrolling near coast of ANNAM at _wo engine speed,

About 5 miles Seouth of BOMNTE GUITO came (0 an caster=
ly course;

0215 - South of CARE PADAREE heades Worth and at Lab. 11-06N
turned Se il
0450 About 10 miles Norbh e e CachTR D LR ran North

up to Lat, 11-~03N then Tan South rounding the island
to the southward,

1130 Decided Lo patrel om zig-_ragging legs along a line
from PULO CECIR DI MER and CAPE ST, JACQUES in the
hopes of finding a sea truck or lugger,

200  PoshsG: Lat, 10-29N

Long. 108-L&E

1305 SD contact at.20 miles,

1308 Sighted plane; apparently a Liberator,

1328 Resighted plane.

143 SD contact ab 26 miles.

1531 SD conbaet ait 1l mildcs

1532 Sighoed HEagemaGery

1533 Coumunicated with plane wvia VHI; he had sighted no
shippings,

— Q) =



