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$S323/A16-3 U.S.S. CAINAN (SS 323)
Care of Fleet Post Office

Senial ( 025 ) San Francisco, California
— 19 August 1945,
CONEIDF EI)
From: The Commanding Officer.
iBe 3 T.s Commender in Chief, United States Fleet.
iar (i) Ceomender Submarine Division TWO SILTY. TWO.
(2) Cournander Submarine Squadron TWENTY SIX.
(3) Comrmnder Submarines, SEVENTH Fleet.
(4) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet.
Subject: U.S.S. CATMAN (SS 323) - Report of Fourth
War Patrol,
Znclosures: (A) Subject report.
(B) Track Chart (ComSub7thFlt.only).
(C) Top Secret report of Special liissions
(ComSub7thFlt only).
(D) Report of interrogation of several
native craft crews. (ComSub7thFlt only).
ik Enclosure (A), covering the fourth war patrol

of this ship conducted in the Java, Flores, and South China
Seas during the period 22 July to 19 August 1945; is
forwarded herewith.
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CONFIDENTIAL
(A) PROLOGUE U.S.S. CAIMAN WAR PATROL NO. FOUR

Arrived Fremantle, West Australia, 27 June 19.5;
from 3rd War Patrol and was assiganed to Commander SubmAarine
Division 302 for administration and to A. T. & k. G. #6 and
S RU. , Navy 4$#ewonincrisitc

During refit the feollowing major changes were made:
S.T. radar and dirccticnal AZR were installed, two /LOMM guns
-tere installed on the bana-Ganes cac oine 2047 sun was installed
on the main deeks Bomwamd s Bl silececr was 1Istailed on
the low pressure blower.

The officers and crew Tebuiried fiom rcaorsation leave on
12 July 1945, at which time Lieut, W.F. CENNETT, United States

Navy Reserve, and Lieut.(js), R.G. ROECKIEI, United States
Navy Reserve, were detached and Ensiga Li.F. FILLIUS, Jr.,
United States Navy Reserve, reported for duty.

During readiness for sea period deep dive, sound and
electronic tests were made. The sound test necessitated re-
drydocking the ship. Three days were spent in training which
included day and night approaches, firing of three exercise
torpedoes, firing of 5%"/25 and LOMM guns at towed target,
firing of MK 27 and 28 torpedoes. Captain P.H. ROSS, United
States Navy, was aboard for two days and a night as training
officer.

In loading ship 70 extra rounds of 5" ammunition were
stored in the forward torpedo room at the expense of two
torpedoes. This arrangement enables us to carry 167 rounds
of 5" ammunition.,.
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WAR PATROL NO. FOUR

(B) NARRATIVL U o=.5 CATMAN
LAlgl, of o T ice Ara b1 f nethy eRfdeers attached:
NANE o RANK/BATE 0, P.TROLS

FEY, William L. 6 . I““uuLQdeL' L
cGUINNESS i, Lieuct . Cowdr. L
EN?RY Je q,, gl jeuteranb L
PETERSON, J. V. Lisus.(jg) L
O'NEAL, W. EH. e (L) 3
LAKE, E. W. Lacus W) 1.4
PRERAL. W. F. Ensign 2
F*LLIUS N B, o JEae EnsisL i
JACKS, H.P-K-. Lieut.; RANVR - 2
NICOLSON, L. d: S. ILient., RATVR .3
JONES, Jehn Fmanuel (Hoer 2458 ) 7
SAXON, Rebert L. et 55 7
COTE, John F, ¢ o 8
NmLIKOWSKI, Stanley P. CRLSY ) L
KISH, Willjam B- Ghsli 1L
NOTE: ALL TIMES ITEN. (ZONZE MINUS NIKNE) . -

22 July

1450 Underway
Lth way pat: ul
6pOrd no. 9, dely

from Fremerul\,
in accordance:- with GG 71.1

West Australia, for

hcot at towed target.

g proaches on 3 ship

~ot couvse for 1L.OMBOK

29-47 S
113-24 E

probably Southbound HUS

25-09 S
112-29 b

5-
1600 Ccnavet=C p:ﬂ tice gunS
Mace GCrim 8% e
\&O, Coume16sG nta; et
fargst ercud :
g Relea s Try;.*c 7.0
%q STRAIT, via ggieul 1a998k
23 July
0000 Enroute LOIBOK STRAIT.,
%200 Posit: Lat.
; Long.
1415 Sighted sybmarine;
' TRENCHANT o
2L July
0000 Enroute LOMBOK STRAIT.
1200 Posit: Lat.
Long

s -



CONFIDENTIAL

(B) NARRATIVE B ad@ises CATMAN WAR PATROL NO., FOUR
25 July
0000. Ernrot e IOVBOK SERATE,
1105 Made sraining dive:
1200 PBosit: lat, 20-00 S
- S ndEes 112--58 E
1,10 DMade bgaiiine e
1625 Made traian-ig dive.
268 July
0000 Enroute LOMBOK SHERATT.
04,8 Exchanged reccgnitiozn signals with Southbouna
U.S St BEUHRIILSE.
1105 liade training dive.
1200  BoSabe ILEE 15-08 S
Longe. 114=36 E
1255 Liesde training dive.
1625 liade training dive,
27 July
0000 Inroute LOIRBOK STRAIT.
0724 Sighted objact; “aought to be upper viorks of
. frisuily merchaitman, 4voiding action unnecessary.
1000 Iliade training dive.
1200 Posit: Lot 10-06 S
Long. 115-40 E
1336 lMade training dive.
1555 Liade training dive.
1615 MNads treining dive.
19,7 Contacted SALI ISLAND on SJ radar at 65,000 yards,
2230 Commenced transit of LOMBOK STRAIT; eXxperiencing
heavy rips and violently confused seas plus
a L, to 5 knot southerly current, '
2352 Passed the LOMBOK gun battery without incident,
probably because of rainfsil over SW tip of
LOMBOX ISLAND.,
2355 Adjusted course to close coast of LOLIBOK in
vicinity of KOMBAL BAY,
28 July
0000 Underway in LOMBOX STRAIT heading for entrance

to KOMBAL BAY.
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CONFIDENTIAL:
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(B) HARRATIVE G il iR 2. TROT, 0. TUUR

0150

0600

0730
JUOHLA

1080
1200

1201

1245

11382
1600

1900

2018
29 July
0000

0730
1100

Roundec PRIV IANG AT T%;ﬁﬂT~an& neaded for cou gl din
viciniity of aues G T G EoTE: As we havs

time T Spa e e il v & close inshore VRGO
from A&k L0 BIMA EAY Shreshigating the variCus
known Jid anehouage s = TS AT :
About 2 mides ont SULATE ESPaiNy, dipped down into
entbrance oL ATAS STRA LD “he ciscovered nothing
on el Lits= =Hous

Headed Jius Hr Ialiihis

Ceme  ..Qu3e 8 AnTive DGas ~out & miles north
of  MOY0 GELpii R P tarrogacion of natives

by 4LIB cfficersSs Regadus jnciuded 1in separate
TELOTH - D BaEgo aboaids

Found nobaing in vicinity of SATONDA ISLaND SO
e A

Posit . ety @ 7-59 S

Long, 117-46 E
Sighted V.55 CABRILEA and closed her to
communicate via semaphore.
Came =aiongzide native boat for jnterrogation of
natives by ~IB officersa =esults jncluded in
geparate report. Taese psLives Were fleelng
the CELERBRES arcdh HYecotigse Oz shiolesele confiscation
of their DOESLS by the Tmabe, HNo cargo aboarde.
sighted British suomarine, probably S STUBBORN.
lade carctiul scmrch inside SANGGAR BaY and
discoverecd nothing, SO neaded for BIli. BaY,
Found noohing in cntrance to BIiL. BLY except
cmall seilbcets, considered that these boats
were too close +o shore for going qlongside.
Had .hcped ©0 obtain information om the ship-
ping sityuacion av BIIiy from one of them.
Headea for entrance to FLORES SEa safety lane.

Underway in TLONTES SEA enroute entrance to
safety lane.

nter=d saicty lane.

Brougnt tTwo small nstive boats alongside fior
interrogation of natives by ALIB officersSe
Results jncluded in separate report.



¢ 1200

30 July

0000
0200

0937
1200

1930

31 July
0000

0534
1200

1951
11 August
0000

0537
1200

1621

1954
2 Aug ust
0000

0537
1200

19L7

Posi®. et

v
i

i
| ]
148
O ON
i
-
=
el O

Undeérwey in FLOFTS Sia 2fety lane,

Headoo Moo=l finy NGETUELR SHA, -
Madse: tizaam Gave

Posii: 1.2, L=52 5

l.cng 228250 1
Teaded Bog HaSE ~cacsh of CELE3ES ISLARND North
of KiNiEEE b e

Underway ia ICLUCOL <l of £ HEast coast of

CELMBES IEhi D Norda o YENDARI BAY.
Diveds feir 3l dety submarged patrol.
Posit: Tab. 3-49 S

Long. 122=31 E
Surfacecd. :

Underway off coast of CELEBES ISLAND North
of KENDARI BAY.
Dived for all day submerg. 2 patrel,
Posib: 2% 20 S
LQ_g; R = o T
Felt scraping and umping 21015 starboard side
of ‘hull, followcd Dy 2 sliight eaurclng movement
of boat. i souncing taken a momens later indi-
cated 15 fathoms and another 30 fathoms.: The
15 fathom scunding is at variance with' chart.
Belizve that we touched an uncharted pinnacle
in posit: Lat, 3-1,8,5S, Long. 231K, The
suspected pinnecle must be ‘quite small as
carliier we had been in a1m0st the same positiomn.
Demaze sustained .- 1 pit log sword arm ruined.
Surfaced.

3 N i
WTointi s 2 1
z ” o -‘ <

i

F

Underviey off Last cco st of CELEBES ISKuXND North
of KENDiLRI BaY. :
Dived for all day subnerged patrol.
Posit: Lat. 3=52 S
Long. 122=-34 E
surfaced,

B =



CONFIDENTIAL

(B) BARRATIVE ' U.S5.5., CaTVAN WAR PATROL NO. FOUR

3 August

0000 Underway off Iast coacst of CELEBES ISLAND North
of K:INDRT BANE
0541 Dived for all day submerged patrol
1200 “Posit: Lati, 3=51 S
Long, 122-33 E
955 Surfaced,

Iy nugust

0000 Underway off Bast coast of CELEBES ISLAND.
North of KENDART BAY.

0100 Departed this vicinity enrcute Q"V; Sliis e

200" Posit: Lat, L-=15 5

Long, 123=-25 E

1710 Between BUTON and WillGI WallGI IoLnTDo, brought
one of four native boats alongside for inspection
and interrogation of crew by AIB officers.
Results included in separate report. Cargo:
trivial, Did not deem it worthwhile to inspect

others, .
5 Lugust
0000 Underway in FLORES SEA.enroute JiVii SEi,
200 Posit? Lat, 6-50 S
Long, 120-07 E

1350 Sighted plane; SD contaect at 18 miles,

1352 Plane tcauzoivcly identified as PBM, Fired
recognition pyrebtechniess Plene  continued
to head straight at usse ;

1354 Plane still heading straight at us - no IFF or
VHF, ilthough fairly sure that he is friendly,
am not sure he understands the situation, We
are just clear of the safety lane; further this
particular blind bombing zone reccntly was
changed to an air-surface zone, ..8 he insists
on heading straight in - Dived.

14,8 Surfaced.

1733 Brought small native craft alongside for interre-
gation of crew by AIB officers, Unfortunately
no one in the boat understood Mi.l1..Y, NNo cargo
aboard,



CONFIDENTILL

(B) NAEKRATIVE U.SLS L CENEa ..k PATROL FOUR
6 Lugust
0000 Underway in FLORES 3FEi enroute JiLVa SEA.
0655 Detectsd SJ rodsr iuterference ahead,
Challiengod buc veceived NO I'SSPCSe.
0705 Contfus=2d signals on SJ radar,
0747 iLgain debecoed SJi radar interference. MNo
3 success in exchangsing recognition signals. - T
1200 Posib: a5 7206 S
Hongy 117-29 &
1203 Sightled WS sepjeainge in high periscope.
1206 Submarine civaed; apparently he is plenning an
att~ . witl. as as target. Changed To course
90 degrees from his bearing and went to four
engire speed. This will frustrate him if he
is really trying to attack.
1224 Sighted the other submarine surfacing.
1255 Finally exchanged recognition signals via SJ
radar and identified him as U.S.S. CHUB.
7 August
0000 Underway in FLOREZS SEA enroutle JAVA SEA.
0628 Dived for all day submerged patrol North of
LITTLE MASALEMBO ISLAND.
1200 Posit: Lat. 5-23 S
Long 11420 &
2030 Surfaced
8 August
0000 Patrolling North of LITTLE MASALELMBO ISLAND.
06,7 Dived for all day submerged patrol North and
“west of LITTLE MASAIZMBO ISLaMD.
1200 Posibe Lat. 5-28.S
; Long. A1L4-24L £ 2
2021 Surfaced. :
9 August
0000 Patrolling North of LITTLE MASALIIBO ISLAND.
0200 Headed for SEKLLA ISLATD,
0750 Brought native boat alongside for inspection
and interrogation of crew by AR officersSe
No cargo aboard.
1200 Posit: Lat. 6-14 S
. Long. 116-17 E
2000 Off SEKALA ISLAND., :
2200 Accomplished Special NMission.

5o o
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CONFIDENTI AL

(B) NARRATIVE U.S5.S. CATMAN WAR PATROL NGO, &€
10 August
0000 Enroute CnPE BENDOH,
1200 PocHit: TLaite 6-04 S
Lons. 11,20 &
1330 Brought: 2 masnuca fERfidciic Ll ae ianned by
native eneW., O slclpaners pevenicd a
cargoe ofe li2f bons effusaliteand 5 Gons of
miscellaneous items fTrom SURABDAYL consigned
to JAPS in BANDJERNASTN, When erdered to

jettison the cargo, the master of this craft
claimed that his boat would capsize. Eis
sugzested solution was to sink the craft and
put the crew on a BORNEO bound sailboat, and
for the AIB officers to take him to AUSTRALIA
as a vclunteer, Took crew aboard and sank
PRAU with 4OMM. Incidentally, 18 bottles of
whiskey were confiscated.

1635 Sighted Baeoi na

1826 Brought 2 mast.d BEEAM alengside. Cargo consisited
of 7000 ecocobics eadsigyed Lo MADUEA- Urdered
crew to Jbub¢vun cakgo butc did not wait for
completion of job. <These natives were in too
great a state of terror to be of any interrogation
value,

11 August

0000 Enroute CAPE BENDOH.
0642 Dived for all day submerged patrol off
CAPE BINDOH.
1200 . Pesib: Tiaib, 6-33 S
Long., L1129 F
2035 Surfaced., Headed flor CAF . BRESES.

12 August

0000 Enroute CAPE BREBES.

0510 Made SJ contact on target that tracked at
10 knots. Hoped that we had a target from
SEMARANG, but was unable to make him out in
the darkness. Just before dawn detected
another target on same general bearing.
Dawn revealed two British submarines, the HNS
THOROUGH and TACITURN. Was very thankful
that the initial contact was not multiple.
Learned that there were no ships in SEM.RaNG
ROADSTEAD. : - -
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(B) NARRATIVE ToesSra A= W) R PATROL NO. FOUR

0750

0800
0830
1200

2300
2336

43 Lugust

0000
0215

1054

1200

1643

2005
2100

14 August
0000

0LCO0
1200

1307

15 August

0000

Brought natvive boat alcuzside Tor Interro=
Hel e ; e of TRAY which
bocid oo crafi .end arrsnged Tor

0]o]
)
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O
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itiboigoiho BB
Resumed dinsiicre patro..
Broughv mative Bboet - Lo.zside for inspection
and. interrocebiow ¢f crew DY ATB offiecers.
No caxec.,
Poeit: izl 6~L2 S
1LONE» 10--10 E
O=f GAPRE BREDES
Hoedod for K.DiFaTia STRLTTL.
Bnrouts Korn AT STRATT .
Sent message: bo L 71 renorting results of

Speciel Mimsicind,
Brought native boat alongsice for inspection
anéd interrogation of crew DY ATB officers.
Cargo trivial.
Posit: Lat. L-35 S

Long. 109-11 E
Sighted derelict asground alongside EAST
DISCOVERY SHOAL LIGHT HCUSE.
Commeniced transit ot Conamhra STRATT,
Received two messages T:oom gmE 71. First
message direscted vs LO cndesrous with
PSS HAWKSILY, o bac 5 @7 cnc S NAMBAS
ISLANDS and trans WL DASSSNE2TSe

o .ted us o join HaUKBIEL
V]

Second mMEeSS2age
tack upon TERAMPAH.

in a coordinated gun avl

Transitting KARIMATA STRAIT,
Cleared KaRIMATL STR.LIT,
Pesii: Tabt. 00-10 N
o Long., 107-59 &
sighted plane. 5D contact 10 miles.
Plane not positively identified, possibly

search plasic.

Underway off MIDAI ISLAND awaiting
rendezvous instructions.
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